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Break The Code 
Myths & Legends 

(Level Four) 
 
 

1. 7 4     12 1 11 1 12 1 11 1     12 2 12 2 6 3      8  1 5  14  1    
  K O    T  A  R  A T  A  R A     T  E  T E H I      M A U NG A                        
  7 2 3     15   1  14  1 11 4 1. 
  K E I     WH  A NG A R  O A . 
 
 

2. 6 2     11 1 14  1 12 3 11 1       8 1 3 1     1     12 2     
  H E    R  A NG A T  I   R  A     M A I A     A    T  E  
  6 4 5     12 1 2 13 1. 
  H O U    T  A E  W A. 
 
 

3. 3    5    8 1 3    1    5 11 5 1 4    7 3    15  1 7  1 12 5. 
  I    U   M A I    A    U  R U A O   K I    WH A K A  T U . 
 
 

4.  6 2    12 5 10 5 9 1    11 4 14  4  9 5 3    1    10 1 3 7 2 1. 
                      H E    T  U P  U N A   R  O NG O N U I    A    P  A I K E A. 
 
 
 

5. 6 2     8  1 9  5    9 4 6 4    7 3    5 12 1    12 2    7 5  1 7  1. 
  H E    M A N U   N O H O   K I    U T A      T E    K U A K A. 
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Distance Chart Activity 
The North Island 

(Level Four) 
 

 

1. 225km 
 
2. 107km 
 
3. 561km 
 
4. 107km + 127km = 234km 
 
5.  312km + 355km + 462km = 1129km 
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Distance Chart Activity 
The South Island 

(Level Four) 
 
 
 
1. 514km 
 
2. 744km 
 
3. 364km 
 
4. 702km + 283km = 985km 
 
5. 256km + 290km + 392km = 938km 
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Crossword Puzzle 
Myths & Legends 

(Level Four) 
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Wordfind 1 
‘Some of the Waka Which Landed in Aotearoa’ 

(Level Four) 
 
 

 

O A T E G M H K U A W R U 
N P O A A A R E I R E W N 
M E U N P U P U K R A U N 
A U A A N T R I O K T N E  
H E A U H A T E A R A W A 
T O T N M A E W U K K A N 
E U R O A T R W R P I N E 
N N K O A A O U U E T K H 
M O T I U M W T K M I E M 
T P N R W T G E T M M K O 
E U N U H G A H U H U R H 
I U I K G K H O A U M P H 
U R A M A M A K A K P E G 
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Wordfind 2 
‘Towns of the South Island’ 

(Level Four) 
 
 
 
 
 

U T E A T E R G I I W T K 
L K H P O T N M E A M E A 
M A I A I M K W I E K R N 
M H R H R P I H E I I M A 
U R U K I H A T U A T O A 
N T R A T R E U O N P O T 
U G A I A N U A H P K T M 
K W M K W I R M E R E K P 
A K E O A G U R H A M T E 
R K T U K H E O N W M I O 
E G A R E H W A M E A M G 
E R E A K O U N P R N I U 
M E I N G A R A H K T K P 
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Cloze Activity 1 

(Level Four) 
 

‘Ngätoroirangi’ 
 
 
Ngatoroirangi, tohunga of the Te Arawa canoe explored inland venturing to 
the southwest naming various landmarks along the way. He decided to 
climb Tongariro and claim it for himself and his people. While ascending 
the mountain he was overcome by the intense cold.  He called out to his 
sisters in far off Hawaiiki to send fire to save him. Hearing his pleas they 
invoked the help of the gods who sent fire underground from Hawaiki to 
Tongariro.  As the fire travelled to him it would surface periodically  in 
search of Ngatoroirangi.  The volcanic island of Whakaari or White island, 
Tarawera, Orakei korako, Taupö and Tokaanu are some of the places 
where the fire surfaced. Finally the fire reached Ngätoroirangi, rescuing 
him from the cold while also creating Aotearoa’s geothermal wonderland.  
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Cloze Activity 2 
(Level Four) 

 
‘Poutini’ 

 
 
Poutini, guardian of greenstone watched as Waitaiki bathed in the shallow 
pool at Tuhua (Mayor Island).  Struck by her beauty he kidnapped her 
taking her to his home in the South Island.  Pursued by her husband 
Tamaahua, Poutini travelled up the Arahura River until he came to a 
stream where he placed his captive near the bank.  Realizing he was 
trapped and that the avenging Tamaahua would soon arrive Poutini 
decided that if he could not have the beautiful Waitaiki then no one could.  
Using his powers he turned Waitaiki to greenstone and fled towards the 
sea.  Tamaahua in his haste to catch up with Poutini failed to see him as 
he glided quietly past.  Upon seeing the beautiful Waitaiki turned to 
greenstone he let out an anguished cry.  
 
The stream where Waitaiki was turned to greenstone now carries her 
name and is said to be the mother lode of the treasured stone.  Poutini 
still traverses the tides of the west coast of the South Island guarding his 
treasure.  And the heartbroken Tamaahua?  He returned to his home and 
eventually remarried but carried with him a token from his beautiful wife 
Waitaiki in the greenstone that he carried with him for the rest of his life.  
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-30- 



Unscramble the Words 1 
 (Level Four) 

 
• Poutini, guardian of greenstone watched as Waitaiki bathed in the shallow pool at 

Tuhua (Mayor Island). 
 
• Struck by her beauty he kidnapped her taking her to his home in the South 

Island. 
 

• Pursued by her husband Tamaahua, Poutini travelled up the Arahura River until 
he came to a stream where he placed his captive near the bank. 

 
• Realizing he was trapped and that the avenging Tamaahua would soon arrive 

Poutini decided that if he could not have the beautiful Waitaiki then no one could. 
 

• Using his powers he turned Waitaiki to greenstone and fled towards the sea. 
 

• Tamaahua in his haste to catch up with Poutini failed to see him as he glided 
quietly past. 

 
• Upon seeing the beautiful Waitaiki turned to greenstone he let out an anguished 

cry. 
 

• The stream where Waitaiki was turned to greenstone now carries her name and is 
said to be the mother lode of the treasured stone. 

 
• Poutini still traverses the tides of the west coast of the South Island guarding his 

treasure. 
 

• And the heartbroken Tamaahua? 
 

• He returned to his home and eventually remarried but carried with him a token 
from his beautiful wife Waitaiki in the greenstone that he carried with him for the 
rest of his life.  
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Unscramble the Words 2 
(Level Four) 

 
 

• The Uruao canoe made landfall at Whakatü – the Mäori name for 
Nelson.  

 
• Upon their arrival they decided to split into two groups to explore 

their surroundings.  
 

• Rakaihautu the ariki or leader of the canoe ventured down the 
interior while his son Rokohouia sailed the Uruao down the east 
coast of the island. 

 
• Rakaihautu had a kö – or spade and it is with this that he created 

the lakes of the South Island.  
 

• Inland from where he landed he dug out two trenches.  
 

• These quickly filled with water and were named Rotoroa and Rotoiti.  
 

• As he travelled south he created new lakes with his kö, naming 
them as he went.  

 
• Other lakes named by him were Te Ana au – (the cave of rushing 

waters) Te Anau and Roto Ua – now named Manapouri. 
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Match the Words 
(Level Four) 

 
 

 
 

 1.  unga = landing 

 2.  tirotiro = explore 

 3.  waiho = leaving 

 4.  pana = pushing 

 5.  toka = rocks 

 6.  ehara = not 

 7.  whakaora = save 

 8.  pakoko kowhatu = statue 
 
 
 
 

 9.  strictly forbidden = tapu 

10. paddles = hoe 

11. attribute = ai 
12. takes = tapa 

13. daughter = tamähine 

14. town = taone 

15. mouth = püaha 

16. chief = rangatira 
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Maze Fun 
(Level Four) 
‘Taratara’ 
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Right or Wrong? 
The Fires of Tamatea 

(Level Four) 
 
 

 
1. no 

 
2. yes 

 
3. yes 

 
4. no 
 
5. no 
 
6. no 
 
7. yes 
 
8. no 
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Secret Word 
‘Rangitihi’ 
(Level Four) 

Rangitihi the 
conceited and 
proud headed-one 
who bound his 
head with akatea 
It is only proper 
for he is a 
descendant of Tiki 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   T E  A  R A W A 
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