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Kupe’s voyage of discovery 
 
Listen carefully to the dialogue of the ‘Aotearoa’ link in the opening screen 
of the CD-ROM and fill in the missing words in the paragraph below. 
 
The missing words are listed at the bottom of the page so you can cross 
them off as you go! 
 
 
Dialogue 
Every year Kupe watched flocks of godwit fly south past his island home of 
Rarotonga.  The Godwit is a land based bird - so Kupe realised there must 
be land to the south and decided to set sail on a voyage of discovery. With 
his family, Kupe set sail navigating by the stars until his wife spotted a 
large cloud that indicated land,  “He ao, he aotea roa - a cloud, a long 
white cloud!” she cried and so Kupe and his wife had found the land they 
were seeking, Aotearoa - New Zealand.  After circumnavigating the North 
Island Kupe returned to his island home to share his exploits with his 
people.  Centuries later, his descendants (following the directions he had 
left behind) made their voyage to Aotearoa to settle the new land. 
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Whangarei 
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Regions of Aotearoa 
Level 2 

 

 
 

 

The regions that you have chosen to show should be coloured in. 
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Tamatekapua at Rangitoto 
 

Tamatekapua’s ‘former friend’ followed him in another canoe to challenge him 
to a duel for stealing his wife.  Show the path they took from the islands to 

Rangitoto. 
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North Island Cities & Regions Word find 

Level 2 

 

W E L L I N G T O N 
I H V M M E O S G A 
A L A W L P X I D U 
U G A N U O S G E C 
R Y N A G B W E I K 
O B T A O A X G U L 
T R E R R H R K E A 
O D N G D U F E J N 
R E U E I X A X I D 
I K A N A R A T S M 

 
 
 
 

AUCKLAND   GISBORNE 
 

ROTORUA    TARANAKI 
 

TAUPO    TAURANGA 
 

WELLINGTON   WHANGAREI 
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